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‘FBI Friends’ on Journalism 


William Claiborne 

The Friends of the FBI 
IncT^hich recently prom*“ 
Ued to **staBd up for you 
against the powerful forces 
of biased journalism," sat 
down at the Mayflower 
Hotel long enough yester- 
day to hear three hours of 
unmistakably u n f r i endly 
comment on the print and 
electronics media. 

The Friends, 150 strong 
yesterday but claiming si- 
lent support in greater 
numbers, heard Sen. Robert 
C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) complain 
that too often ‘Isanalities 
and trivialities are allowed 
to overwhelm the simple 
art of good writing," and 
that sensationalism had sur- 


planted discretion in U.S. 
journalism. isr 

They heard Pulton Lewis 
Jr., a Mutual Broadcasting 
Co* commentator and for- 
mer House Un-American 
Activities Committee staff- 
er, defend “wise invasions 
of privacy" by the govern- 
ment, and opine, *T won- 
der sometimes if the public 
doesn't know too much, if it 
isn’t being told too much." 

The Friends heard syndi- 
cated columnist John Cham- 
berlain condemn The New 
York Times and The Wash- 
ington Post, each for being 
“a fence for stolen goods" in 
choosing to publish the clas- 
sified Pentagon Papers. He 
asserted that “public moral- 
ity of our journalism has 
changed for the worst" 


The Friends also listened 
to allegations by NBC news- 
man Robert Goralski and 
Detroit News reporter Jerry 
terHorst that the govern- 
ment is guilty of overclassi- 
fying documents for self- 
serving reasons. Their 
charges met with less ap- 
plause. 

The occasion for the cri- 
tique of American journal- 
ism was the opening session 
of a three-day conference on 
law enforcement and the 
media, sponsored by a fresh- 
ly-reorganized Friends of 
the FBI Inc., a Washington- 
based group whose goal is to 
develop grass roots support 
for the bureau and counter 
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